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SWINTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDJGAL 
OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  the  Year  1958. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Dunford  House, 

Doncaster  Road, 

Wath-upon-Dearne. 

(Tel:  Wath-upon-Dearne  2251/2). 

To  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Swinton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Annual  Report  on  the  health 
of  the  district.  As  in  previous  years  this  includes  a  report  of  the 
work  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  Inspector  and  details  of  the 
Personal  Health  Services  and  the  School  Health  Service. 

The  most  common  notifiable  infectious  disease  was  dysentery. 
A  total  of  36  cases  were  notified  throughout  the  year,  the  majority 
in  school  and  infant  school  children.  The  spread  of  dysentery  can 
be  limited  by  careful  hand  washing  after  toilet  and  avoiding  the 
use  of  communal  towels.  This  infectious  disease  has  been  endemic 
in  South  Yorkshire  for  many  years. 

The  infant  mortality  rate  18.5  was  below  the  national  rate  22.5 
and  there  was  no  maternal  death.  The  birth  rate  at  16.4  was 
exactly  the  same  as  the  national  average.  The  death  rate  12.1 
was  slightly  above  the  national  average  11.7.  There  was  one 
death  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  but  three  deaths  from  cancer 
of  the  lung.  It  is  common  knowledge  that  there  is  an  association 
between  the  latter  disease  and  excessive  cigarette  smoking.  It 
is  less  commonly  known  that  there  is  an  increased  incidence  of 
this  disease  even  in  non  smokers  who  reside  in  urban  areas  where 
atmospheric  pollution  due  to  domestic  and  industrial  smoke  is 
prevalent.  Recording  gauges  were  installed  in  the  month  of  April 
and  Mr.  E.  Fuller,  your  Public  Health  Inspector  has  drawn  attention 
to  these  at  a  later  stage  of  this  report.  These  gauges  will  measure 
the  sulphur  content  of  the  atmosphere  and  solid  deposits. 


Excellent  progress  has  been  made  in  slum  clearance,  125  of 
the  five  years  estimate  of  128  unfit  houses  having  already  been 
dealt  with. 


The  health  of  the  district  is  of  course  closely  related  to  the 
good  standard  of  housing  which  has  been  achieved  by  the  above 
measures. 


I  remain, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

D.  }.  CUSITER, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Section  A 

NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITION  OF 
SWINTON  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Area  (in  acres)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,718 

Population  (Census  1951)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11,922 

Registrar  General's  Estimate  of  Resident  Population 

mid  1958  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,630 

Natural  Increase  of  Population  ...  ...  ...  ...  94 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (Census  1931)  ...  ...  3,360 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (3Ist  December,  1958)  ...  4,164 

Nett  Product  of  a  Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  £387 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £105,568 

Height  above  Sea-level  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  50-325  ft. 


Rainfall  for  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29.88  ins. 

Swinton  is  fortunate  in  the  diversity  of  its  industry,  as  it  does  not 
solely  rely  on  the  mining  industry.  There  are  also  chemical  works, 
steelworks,  railway  workshops,  glassworks,  mineral  water  factories 
and  factories  making  electrical  appliances. 

There  was  full  employment  for  men  but  the  employment 
position  for  women,  although  better  in  Swinton  due  to  the  variety 
of  industry,  was  not  so  good  as  it  has  been  in  the  past. 
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COMPARATIVE  VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1958 


England 


1957 

1958 

6c  Wales 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population: 

Crude 

17.48 

17.10 

16.4 

Adjusted 

16.79 

16.41 

16.4 

Stillbirth  Rate  per  1,000  population; 
Death  Rate  per  1,000  population: 

0.72 

0.23 

21.6 

Crude  ...  ...  ...  ... 

9.38 

9.66 

11.7 

Adjusted 

11.72 

12.07 

11.7 

Infant  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  live 
births  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live 

9.17 

18.51 

22.5 

births  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Maiernal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000 

4.59 

13.89 

16.2 

births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of 

4.41 

Nil 

0.43 

total  live  births 

3.21 

1.39 

VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  1958  IN  DETAIL 

Males  Females 

Total 

Live  Births;  Legitimate 

113 

100 

213 

Illegitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Total  Live  Births 

115 

101 

216 

Stillbirths;  Legitimate 

2 

1 

3 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  one  year: 

Legitimate 

2 

2 

4 

Illegitimate 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Deaths  All  Ages: 

66 

56 

122 

Stillbirths: 

Rate  per  1,000  births 

. 

13.69 

Comparability  Factors: 

Births 

*  •  •  ■  ♦  • 

•  •  • 

0.96 

Deaths 

... 

1.25 

Maternal  Deaths: 

Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 
1,000  births 

Puerperal  and  Post-Abortive  Sepsis 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  Maternal  Causes 

Nil 

Nil 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  ... 

of  age: 

18.51 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

•  •  • 

18.78 

Neo-Natal  Death  Rate  per  1,000  live 

births 

•  •  • 

13.89 
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Causes  of  Death  in  1958. 


1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 
11. 
12. 

13. 

14. 

15. 

16. 

17. 

18. 
19 
20. 
21. 
22. 

23. 

24. 

25. 

26. 

27. 

28. 

29. 

30. 

31. 

32. 

33. 

34. 

35. 

36. 


Males 

Tuberculosis  (Respiratory)  ...  ...  — 

Tuberculosis  (Other)  ...  ...  ...  — 

Syphilitic  disease  ...  ...  ...  — 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Whooping  Cough  ...  ...  ...  — 

Miningococcal  Infection  ...  ...  — 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  ...  — 

Measles  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases  ... 


Cancer  of  the  Stomach  ...  ...  ...  3 

Cancer  of  the  Lungs  or  Bronchus  ...  2 

Cancer  of  Breast  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cancer  of  Uterus  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Other  Cancer  or  Lymphatic  Cancer  ...  7 

Leukaemia  or  Aleukaemia  ...  ...  — 

Diaoetes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system  ...  5 

Coronary  disease  or  Angina  ...  ...  14 

Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  ...  2 

Other  Heart  Disease  ...  ...  ...  12 

Other  Circulatory  Disease  ...  ...  2 

Influenza  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pneumonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Bronchitis  ...  ...  ...  . . .'  ...  6 

Other  diseases  of  the  respiratory  system  1 
Ulcer  of  the  Stomach  and  Duodenum  2 


Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  ...  — 

Nephritis  or  Nephiosis  ...  ...  ...  — 

Enlarged  Prostate  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pregnancy,  Childbirth  or  Abortion  ...  — 

Congenital  Malformation  ...  ...  — 

Other  defined  or  ill-defined  diseases  3 

Motor  Vehicle  accidents  ...  ...  2 

All  other  accidents  ...  ...  ...  2 

Suicide  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war  ...  — 


Total  all  causes  ...  66 


Females 

1 


1 

1 

3 
2 
2 

i 

16 

4 

7 

5 

1 

1 

1 


6 

2 


56 


The  majority  of  the  deaths  are  due  to  cancer,  heart  diseases 
and  associated  disease  of  blood  vessels,  etc.  Very  few  deaths 
were  due  to  infective  conditions.  In  other  words,  where  infection 
does  arise,  modern  medical  care  is  an  effective  method  of  control. 
This  allows  a  larger  proportion  of  the  population  to  reach  the 
advanced  age  groups  where  degenerative  conditions  more 
commonly  arise. 
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Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age: 


Causes  of  Death  Age 

1.  Meningitis  ...  ...  ...  5  mths. 

2.  Atelectasis  and  Prematurity  ...  11b  4  ozs.  2  days 

3.  Intracranial  Hcemorrhage  and 

Prematurity  1  lb  8  ozs.  20  min. 

4.  Prematurity  ...  ...  ...  lib  13  ozs.  12  hrs. 


Died  at 

Home 

Hospital 

Hospital 

Hospital 


Infant  deaths  remained  at  a  lower  level  than  the  national 
average.  Infant  No.  1  died  after  a  short  illness  at  home.  There 
was  an  inquest  and  the  cause  of  death  was  given  as  meningitis 
on  post  mortem  examination.  Nos.  2  and  3  were  twin  births  in 
a  hospital  unit  at  Sheffield  and  received  every  possible  care.  No. 
4  was  born  in  a  local  maternity  unit  following  premature  onset  of 
labour  at  home  -  the  infant  and  mother  received  skilled  medical 
care.  Such  grossly  premature  infants  have  obviously  an  equally 
slender  chance  of  survival.  Only  some  of  the  causes  of  prematur¬ 
ity  are  known. 


Section  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


Hospital  Services. 

It  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  hospital  accommodation  for  sick 
elderly  females  and  at  some  times  of  the  year  there  is  a  long 
waiting  list.  At  the  present  time  there  are  not  enough  hospital 
beds  in  the  area  for  these  patients  and  the  subsequent  difficulty 
and  delay  in  obtaining  hospital  admission  is  serious. 

County  Ambulance  Service. 

This  service  operates  from  a  depot  at  Dunford  House.  The 
Depot  Superintendent  is  Mr.  F.  Hyde,  Wath-upon-Dearne  2234. 

Staff  ...  ...  25 

Patients  carried  29,462 
Total  lourneys  4,764 
Total  Mileage  ...  152,145 

Infectious  Diseases. 


Ward 

Dysen¬ 

tery 

Scarlet 

Fever 

Erysi¬ 

pelas 

Mining. 

Infect’n 

Pneu¬ 

monia 

Wh’ping 

Cough 

Measles 

Totals 

Central  .  . 

17 

4 

_ 

4 

25 

Park 

12 

6 

1 

1 

2 

7 

5 

34 

Bridge 

G 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

9 

Kilnhurst 

1 

8 

1 

— 

— 

6 

— 

16 

Totals 

36 

19 

2 

1 

3 

14 

9 

84 

Dysentery  is  an  infectious  illness  of  intestinal  origin.  During 
an  epidemic  it  is  spread  within  households  and  in  the  community 
by  failure  to  wash  the  hands  after  toilet,  or  by  washing  them  and 
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then  drying  them  on  an  infected  communal  towel.  If  only  a 
communal  towel  is  in  use  it  is  best  to  wash  the  hands  and  allow 
them  to  dry  naturally. 

Scarlet  Fever  is  not  at  the  present  time  the  severe  often  fatal 
illness  that  we  knew  in  the  past  -  in  the  majority  of  instances  it  is 
a  mild  disease.  Hospital  care  is  advisable  in  severe  cases  and 
special  consideration  must  be  given  to  isolation,  when  home  con¬ 
tacts  are  food  or  milk  handlers.  Child  contacts  are  no  longer 
excluded  from  school,  provided  they  are  symptom  free..  The 
disease  is  an  infectious  one  and  isolation  at  home  is  necessary  in 
the  early  stage.  The  spread  of  the  disease  in  the  community  is 
continued  by  carriers,  who  may  have  no  symptoms  at  all  or  who 
may  only  suffer  from  a  slight  sore  throat. 

Tuberculosis. 


No.  on  Register  at  31st  December,  1958. 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Pulmonary 

48 

33 

81 

Non-Pulmonary 

5 

12 

17 

53 

45 

98 

No  removed  from  Register  during  1958. 

Pulmonary 
Males  Females 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  —  1 

Others  (Transfers,  cured 

re-diagnosed,  etc.)  ...  —  6 

Non-Pulmonary 
Males  Females  Total 

—  —  6 

Totals  ... 

—  7 

—  — 

7 

Additions  to  Register  during  1958. 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonory 

Males  Females 

Males  Females 

Total 

New  Notifications 

Others,  (restored. 

3  2 

—  2 

7 

transfers  in,  etc).  ... 

2  3 

5 

Totals 

5  5 

—  2 

12 
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Infant  Mortality  Rates  per  1,000,  1948  to  1958 


New  Notifications  — 

Age  Groups 

0-5  years 

Pulmonary. 

Males 

1 

Females 

5-15  years 

— 

1 

15-25  years 

— 

- — 

25-35  years 

1 

1 

35-45  years 

1 

1 

45-55  years 

— 

1 

Totals 

No.  of  Contacts  given  B.C.G.  Vaccine  -  9. 

1958  1957 

Tuberculosis  Death  Rate  0.08  Nil 

3  4 

England  &  Wales  1958 
0.10 

Tuberculosis. 

There  were  seven  fresh  notifications  and  one  death  from  this 
disease.  Tuberculosis  is  an  infectious  disease  -  children  and 
adolescents  become  infected  more  readily  than  adults.  The 
treatment  and  diagnosis  of  this  disease  is  in  the  hands  of  the 
Family  Doctor  and  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Mexborough. 

Nurse  G.  I.  Ellis,  one  of  our  Health  Visitors  attends  at  the  Chest 
Clinic  once  a  week  to  act  as  liaison  Health  Visitor  so  that  the 
Divisional  Medical  Officer  can  have  up  to  date  knowledge  of  what 
is  happening  to  the  patients  who  are  under  the  care  of  the  Chest 
Physician.  Nurse  P.  Uttley  attends  the  Wath  Wood  Chest  Hospital 
from  time  to  time  to  deal  with  the  social  problems  of  County 
patients  who  are  under  treatment  there.  Patients  from  the  whole 
health  division  may  be  admitted  to  Wath  Wood.  From  the  Raw- 
marsh  area  they  may  also  be  admitted  to  Oakwood  Hall  and 
attend  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Rotherham. 

Contact  tracing  is  carried  out  by  the  Health  Visitors  -  the 
Chest  Physician  arranges  the  examination.  All  first  entrants  to 
school  are  offered  a  tuberculin  skin  test  (jelly  test).  If  this  is  positive 
the  infant  and  all  immediate  contacts  are  examined.  B.C.G. 
vaccination  is  offered  to  school  leavers. 

The  patients  may  be  supplied  with  free  dispensable  sputum 
containers  made  of  waxed  paper  which  are  destroyed  after  use 
by  burning  in  the  fire.  All  three  district  Councils  offer  housing 
accommodation  on  a  priority  basis  to  active  cases  of  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis. 
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The  County  Council  supply  extra  milk  to  active  cases  and 
may  assist  with  the  provision  of  beds  and  bedding  for  isolation 
purposes.  There  are  special  grants  from  the  National  Assistance 
Board  and  from  after-care  funds  to  which  the  County  Council  make 
a  contribution. 

The  patients  are  visited  as  the  need  arises  by  our  Health 
Visitors. 

Section  47.  National  Assistance  Act. 

This  section  deals  with  the  removal  to  suitable  premises  of 
persons  in  need  of  care  and  attention  provided  that  all  other 
conditions  of  the  section  are  fulfilled.  No  action  was  taken  under 
this  section  in  1958. 

Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  and  Housing. 

Sewage  Works — Extensions  to  existing  sewers  have  been 
made  on  the  Thomas  Street  Housing  site. 

Water  Supply — The  supply  is  obtained  from  Sheffield  and  is 
a  soft  upland  surface  water  filtered  and  chlorinated  and  of  highest 
bacterial  standard  of  purity. 

Housing — A  total  of  67  houses  were  constructed  for  the  Urban 
Council  and  38  by  private  enterprise.  7  houses  were  demolished 
by  Demolition  Orders  and  12  by  Clearance  Area  procedure. 
2  houses  were  closed  as  unfit. 
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PERSONAL  HEALTH  SERVICES  —  DIVISION  No.  26 


(Swlnton.  Rawmarsh  and  Wath-upon-Dearne  Urban  Districts). 
Summary  of  Vital  Statistics  for  1957  and  1958  for  Division  No.  26. 


Area  of  Division 

7,990 

acres 

Estimated  Population 

46,510 

1958 

1957 

Birth  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population) 

Death  Rate  (per  1,000  estimated  population) 

17.7 

18.0 

All  Causes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

10.5 

9.8 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

1.91 

1.58 

Heart  and  Circulatory 

Infective  and  parasitic  diseases,  excluding 

3.66 

3.35 

Tuberculosis 

0.02 

0.06 

Respiratory  diseases 

1.27 

1.06 

Respiratory  Tuberculosis 

0.13 

0.06 

Other  Tuberculosis  ... 

Nil 

0.02 

All  Tuberculosis 

0.13 

0.09 

Maternal  Mortality 

Nil 

1.16 

Infant  Mortality  (rate  for  1,000  live  births) 

29.2 

22.8 

Comparative  Table  of  Vital  Statistics  for  Urban  and  Rural  Districts 

in  the  West  Riding  and  England  and  Wales  for  1958 


Live  Birth  Rate 

Death  Rate  j 

1 

1  1 

_  .  .  1 

Infective  &  Parasitic 
Disease  excluding 

T.B.  Death  Rate 

Respiratory  Diseases 
Death  Rate 

i 

Heart  &  Circulatory 
Diseases 

! 

j 

!  Cancer 

Tuberculosis  Death 
Rate.  All  Forms 

Infant  Mortality 

Rate 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Division  No.  26 
U.D’s  in 

17.7 

10.5 

0.02 

1.27 

3.66 

1.91 

0.13 

29.2 

Nil 

West  Riding 
R.D’s  in 

16.3 

12.8 

0.04 

1.40 

5.00 

2.11 

0.09 

23.2 

0.41 

West  Riding 
Administrative 

18.0 

9.8 

0.07 

1.13 

3.53 

1.62 

0.09 

27.4 

0.48 

County 

England  and 

16.7 

11.9 

0.05 

1.33 

4.59 

1.97 

0.09 

24.4 

0.43 

Wales 

16.4 

11.7 

♦ 

♦ 

2.12 

0.10 

22.5 

0.43 

*  Figures  not  available 

All  figures  per  1,000  population  except  last  two  columns. 


The  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  Division  was  higher  than  the 
national  rate.  This  was  due  to  an  unusual  excess  of  infant  deaths  in 
Rawmarsh  and  Wath-upon-Dearne. 

There  was  no  maternal  death  in  the  Division. 
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Infant  Mortality 

Rate  per  1,000,  1948  to 

1958 

Home  Nursing  Service. 

The  staff  consists  of  9 

full-time  and  2  part-time 

nurses 

No.  of  Cases 

Assisted 

Visits 

1958  . 

876 

32,116 

1957  . 

900 

32,186 

1956  . 

1,015 

30,861 

1955  . 

1.056 

30,617 

1954  . 

1,211 

30,008 

Home  Nurses  are  supplied  at  the  request  of  the  Family  Doctor 
to  look  after  patients  in  their  own  homes.  Ihey  receive  their 
instructions  from  the  Family  Doctor  and  work  under  his  direction. 


Equipment  for  home  nursing  is  supplied  from  stores  at  Dunford 
House  or  at  Wakefield.  Any  equipment  that  is  necessary  can  be 
supplied  -  this  includes  hospital  beds  with  lifting  poles,  rubber 
sheets,  mattresses,  etc.  The  equipment  is  on  loan  and  is  returnable 
to  the  Nursing  Service  when  no  longer  required. 

Infant  Welfare  and  Health  Visiting  Service. 


Centre 

Doctor 
in  charge 

Number  of 
individual 
children  who 
attended 
during  the 
year 

Total  No.  of  attendances  made 
by  children  in  previous 
column  during  year 

Under  1  yr. 

Over  1  yr. 

Wath . 

Dr.  M.  Lister 

220 

1,331 

183 

West  Melton  ... 

Dr.  M.  Lister 

138 

832 

126 

Swinton 

Dr.  I.  Campbell 

331 

3,228 

683 

Kilnhurst 

Dr.  J.  Core 

96 

825 

355 

Rawmarsh 

Dr.  J.  Core 

305 

1,448 

210 

Parkgate  * 

Dr.  M.  R.  Menzies 

44 

178 

64 

1,134 

7,842 

1,621 

*  Closed  officially  October,  1958  -  last  Clinic  held  at  the  end  of  June,  1958. 

No.  of  Home  Visits  made  by  Health  Visitors  within  the  Division 

During  the  Year. 

First  Visits  ...  Total  Visits 


Effective 

No  Access 

Effective 

No  Access 

Expectant  Mothers 

53 

3 

81 

3 

Children  under  1  year 
Children  between 

791 

93 

3,759 

265 

1  and  5  years 

'k 

* 

4,444 

219 

Other  Cases 

* 

* 

5,321 

169 

Total 

844 

96 

13,605 

656 

*  Figures  not  available 
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There  are  nine  heallh  visitors  employed  in  the  division  -  they 
also  act  as  school  nurses,  and  tuberculosis  health  visitors.  Apart 
from  the  infant  welfare  work  and  work  with  school  children,  they 
act  as  liaison  health  visitors  to  the  Chest  Clinic  at  Mexborough  and 
at  Wath  Wood  Hospital.  They  supervise  the  Home  Help  Scheme 
and  as  far  as  is  possible,  maintain  contact  with  the  older  and  more 
frail  members  of  the  community. 


MATERNITY  SERVICES 


Births. 

Wath  ... 

Domiciliary 

178 

Institutional 

85 

Proportion  of 
Domiciliary  to 
Institutional 

2  :  1 

Swinton 

•  •  • 

144 

75 

2 

1 

Rawmarsh 

•  *  • 

184 

177 

26 

25 

Ante -Natal  Clinics. 


Clinic 

Doctor 
in  charge 

No.  of 
women  who 
attended 

No.  of  women 
who  attended 
for  blood 
exam,  only 

Total  No.  of 
attendances 
made  by  women 

Wath  . 

Dr.  D.  Chapman 

82 

46 

460 

Swinton 

Dr.  H.  H.  Smith 

171 

— 

737 

Rawmarsh 

Dr.  M.  Scott 

187 

736 

Totals 

440 

46 

1,933 

Relaxation  Classes. 


Clinic 

Midwife 

No.  of  women 
who  attended 

Total  No.  of  attendances 
made  by  women 

Wath  . 

M.  Barber 

106 

819 

Swinton 

F.  I.aunders 

59 

497 

Rawma  rsh 

L.  Bamford 

33 

249 

Totals 

198 

1,565 

Post-Natal  Clinics. 

(Held  jointly  with  Ante-Natal  Clinics). 


Clinic 

Doctor 
in  charge 

No.  of  women 
who  attended 

Total  No.  of  attendances 
made  by  women 

Wath  . 

Dr.  D,  Chapman 

21 

21 

Swinton 

Dr.  H.  H.  Smith 

30 

30 

Rawmarsh 

Dr.  M.  Scott 

30 

30 

Totals 

81 

81 

There  were  821  live  births  in  the  division  and  22  stillbirths. 
58%  of  the  confinements  took  place  at  home.  The  midwives 
attended  512  mothers  at  confinement  and  delivered  the  mother  in 
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472  cases  without  the  assistance  of  the  Family  Doctor.  Family 
Doctors  were  present  at  40  deliveries.  In  122  cases  the  midwives 
cared  for  mothers  discharged  from  hospital  before  the  14th  day. 
44  of  these  mothers  were  discharged  before  the  tenth  day. 

The  clinics  and  relaxation  classes  were  v/ell  attended. 
Complete  blood  examination  is  carried  out  at  all  clinics.  This 
demonstrates  that  some  mothers  are  grossly  ancemic  and  in  some 
instances  this  ancemia  is  not  detected  until  late  in  pregnancy  ov/ing 
to  failure  to  seek  medical  advice. 

Advice  and  health  education  are  given  at  the  relaxation  clinics, 
held  for  expectant  mothers  throughout  the  division. 

There  was  no  maternal  death  in  the  division. 

Ante-Natal  care  is  obtainable  at  clinics  held  weekly  in  each 
Urban  District.  In  addition  to  this,  some  Family  Doctors  hold  special 
surgeries  for  this  purpose.  The  fact  that  a  small  number  of 
mothers  avoid  all  effective  ante-natal  care,  thereby  endangering 
their  own  life  and  that  of  their  child,  is  not  due  to  lack  of  facilities. 


Premature  Births. 


District 

Born  Alive 

Still-born 

No. 

Remove! 
to  Hosp. 
after 
birth 

No.  who  survived 
28  days 

At 

Home 

In 

Hosp. 

Total 

At 

Home 

In 

Hosp 

Total 

Born 

At 

Home 

Born 

In 

Hosp. 

Total 

Wath 

6 

13 

19 

1 

4 

5 

2 

5 

10 

15 

Swinton 

6 

11 

17 

1 

2 

3 

— 

t3 

8 

14 

Rawmarsh  . 

6 

16 

22 

3 

7 

10 

3 

4 

13 

17 

Totals 

18 

40 

58 

5 

13 

18 

5 

15 

31 

46 

A  baby  weighing  5^  lbs.  or  under  at  birth  is  said  to  be 
premature  -  58  babies  were  born  alive  in  this  group.  12  died  before 
they  were  four  weeks  old  -  a  critical  period.  There  were  22  still¬ 
births  in  the  division  and  18  of  them  were  prem.ature.  Thus  one 
half  of  the  total  infant  mortality  and  three  quarters  of  the  stillbirths 
were  due  to  prematurity. 

The  causes  of  prematurity  are  not  fully  known,  but  multiple 
pregnancies,  too  frequent  pregnancies,  ill  health  and  m.alnutrition 
of  the  mother  and  toxic  conditions  are  all  known  causes.  In  so  far 
as  the  causes  are  known,  so  is  the  condition  preventable,  another 
reason  why  efficient  ante-natal  care  is  essential  in  all  pregnancies. 

Care  of  the  Unmarried  Mother  and  Her  Child. 

For  the  purpose  of  this  scheme  a  married  mother  of  an  illegi¬ 
timate  child  is  included.  Unmarried  mothers  require  advice  and 
help,  as  they  may  be  young  and  they  tend  to  avoid  ante-natal  care 
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until  advised.  The  County  Council  can  make  arrangements  for 
their  confinement  outside  their  own  district  and  in  approved  cases 
they  may  accept  responsibility  for  the  care  of  the  mother  and  child, 
for  a  total  period  of  eight  weeks,  excluding  the  lying-in  period. 
A  Church  of  England  Moral  Social  Worker  assists  in  obtaining 
accommodation  for  these  cases,  irrespective  of  their  religion. 

Married  —  With  previous  illegitimate  children  ...  7 

Without  previous  illegitimate  children  6 

Single  —  With  previous  illegitimate  children  ...  4 

Without  previous  illegitimate  children  3 

Widowed  —  Without  previous  illegitimate  children  1 

Total  ...  21 


One  infant  died,  two  were  adopted  and  in  eighteen  cases  the 
baby  remained  with  the  mother. 

Welfare  Foods. 

National  Dried  Milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil,  Orange  Juice  and  Vitamin 
A.  6c  D.  Tablets  are  supplied  to  mothers  from  distribution  centres 
at  the  clinics  in  the  division. 

Domestic  Help  Service. 

Establishment  for  Domestic  Helps  .  24  Full-time 

Number  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  31.12.58  ...  62  Part-time 


Cases  provided  with  Domestic  Help  during  the  year  ended 
31st  December,  1958:- — 


No. 

of  Cases 

Hours 

1. 

Maternity  (including  expectant  mothers) 

71 

6.593 

2. 

Tuberculosis 

•••  ••• 

.  •  • 

4 

670 

3. 

Chronic  Sick: 

(a) 

aged  65  plus 

«  •  . 

316 

50,094 

(b) 

under  65 

... 

21 

3,595 

4. 

Others 

• 

•  • .  .  •  .  ... 

12 

1,425 

Totals 

424 

62,377 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Average  Number 
Total  Hours 

of 

Staff  (part-time) 

62 

57,470 

62 

59,968 

62 

62,377 

This  service  is  supplied  where  assistance  is  required  in  running 
a  household  and  where  there  are  no  relatives  who  can  assist.  The 
service  is  not  a  free  one  and  each  case  is  assessed  according  to  the 
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applicants  income  -  the  great  majority  of  old  age  pensioners  do 
not  have  to  pay  for  the  service. 

In  the  health  division,  there  are  many  people,  who  due  to 
infirmity  or  sickness,  are  unable  to  partake  in  the  activities  of  the 
various  old  people's  clubs  and  Darby  and  Joan  organisations.  They 
are  consequently  often  very  lonely  and  have  no  visitors  save  the 
home  helps  or  the  home  nurses  or  health  visitors.  ‘J  here  is  a  need 
for  visiting  this  particular  group  of  aged  people  and  in  my  opinion 
this  could  best  be  done  by  the  fit  and  active  aged  members  of  tho 
community,  directed  and  assisted  by  the  numerous  aged  people's 
welfare  organisations  and  committees. 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE 
Mentally  Defective  Persons  -  Division  No.  26. 

1.  (a)  Total  number 

(b)  Number  ascertained  during  1958 

2.  (a)  Number  under  Guardianship 

(b)  Number  under  StaLutory  Supervision 

(c)  Number  under  Voluntary  Supervision  ... 

(d)  Number  on  Licence  from  Insiitution 

3.  (a)  Number  awaiting  Institution  admission 

(b)  Number  attending  Group  Training 

Classes* 

(c)  Number  receiving  Home  Training 

(d)  Number  in  Remunerative  Employment 

*  Classes  ceased  May,  1958 

Mrs.  F..  H.  Redman,  a  Mental  Health  Social  Worker  visits  the 
homos  of  those  suffering  from  mental  ill  health  and  who  have  been 
discharged  from  mental  hospitals.  This  work  is  carried  out  in 
close  co-operation  with  the  family  doctors  in  charge  of  the  cases. 
The  supervision  of  mental  defectives,  including  those  in  employ¬ 
ment,  is  part  of  her  duties. 

Group  Training  Classes  were  held  at  the  Clinics  at  Wath-upon- 
Dearne,  Swinton  and  Rawmarsh  for  those  mental  defectives 
capable  of  benefitting  from  simple  training.  These  classes  ceased 
in  May  1958  when  our  Mental  Health  teacher  resigned.  By  the 
end  of  1958  the  Day  Occupation  Centre  was  being  constructed  at 
Wath-upon-Dearne.  This  Centre  will  admit  75  persons. 

CHILDREN  LIABLE  TO  BE  NEGLECTED  OR  ILL-TREATED  IN 

THEIR  OWN  HOMES. 

The  Divisional  Medical  Officer  is  the  appointed  officer  for  the 
co-ordination  of  this  service.  Reports  on  children  come  from 
Health  Visitors,  School  Welfare  Officers,  Children's  Officers, 
N.S.P.C.C.,  etc.  Close  contact  is  maintained  at  all  times  with  the 
N.S.P.C.C.  Inspector. 


115 

8 

104 

10 

1 

2 

3 

38 


16 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


No.  of  Persons  Vaccinated  or  Re-Vaccinated  during  1958. 


Age  at  31.12.58 
i.e.  born  in  years 

Under  1 
1958 

1  -  4 
1954/57 

5  -  14 
1944/53 

15  or  over 
before  1944 

Total 

No.  vaccinated: 

Wath  . 

70 

6 

4 

G 

8G 

Swinton 

33 

7 

— 

4 

44 

Rawmarsh 

85 

10 

4 

7 

106 

No.  re-vaccinated: 

Wath  . 

- - 

1 

— 

O 

3 

Swinton 

— 

1 

o 

o 

4 

Rawmarsh 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

This  disease  in  its  major  form  kills  one  in  three  of  those  who 
develop  the  complaint.  The  disease  will  tend  to  be  imported 
more  commonly  owing  to  air  tavel.  Treatment  is  not  effective  in 
preventing  death  or  disfigurment.  The  disease  is  prevented  only 
by  vaccination  in  infancy  and  re- vaccination  in  adult  life. 


WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 

The  greatest  mortality  from  this  disease  is  in  the  first  year  of 
life.  Protection  should  be  offered  after  the  third  month  of  age. 

POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 

Details  at  31.12.58. 

Total  Vaccinated  (tv/o  injections)  1943/58  Age  Group  ...  6,462 
Total  Vaccinated  (one  injection)  1943/58  Age  Group  ...  897 


Total  Registered  (awaiting  vaccination)  1943/58  Age  Group 

993 

Total  Registered  or 

Vaccinated 

8,352 

Estimated  population  1943/58  Age  Group 
Acceptance  rate  percentage:- 

(Division  No.  26)  1943/58  Age  Group 
(Whole  of  West  Riding)  1943/58  Age  Group 

11,150 

74.9 

63.0 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Total 

Children  Vaccinated: 

Two  injections  ...  ...  249 

Three  injections  ...  ...  — 

2105 

4108 

2159 

6,462 

2,159 

Others  (including  Expectant  Mothers; 
Ambulance  Staff.  Etc.);- 

Two  injections  ...  ...  — 

Three  injections  ...  ...  — 

— 

201 

201 
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SCHOOL  HEALTH  SERVICE 


There  are  9,000  scholars  attending  school  in  the  division.  All 
are  medically  examined  on  entry  to  school,  on  entry  to  junior  mixed 
and  on  entry  and  leaving  secondary  modern  schools.  Where 
defects  are  found  requiring  treatment  this  is  arranged  by  consul¬ 
tation  with  the  Family  Doctor.  If  a  Consultant  opinion  is  required 
or  if  it  is  in  the  child's  interest  that  he  should  be  referred  to  a 
Consultant  Clinic,  either  within  or  without  the  School  Medical 
Service,  this  again  is  only  arranged  after  the  Family  Doctor  has 
been  notified  and  agrees  with  the  course  of  action.  The  services 
are  complimentary,  not  in  competition. 

Dr.  C.  C.  Harvey,  who  is  a  Child  Health  Specialist  to  both  the 
County  Council  and  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  conducts  Clinics 
at  the  County  Clinic,  Barbers  Avenue,  Rawmarsh,  and  at  all 
the  hospitals  in  the  area  so  that  a  Specialist  opinion  is  readily 
available. 

Dr.  Harvey  also  conducts  a  Monthly  Progress  Clinic  at  Raw- 
marsh,  intended  for  observing  progress  made  by  all  types  of 
physically  and  mentally  handicapped  children.  This  clinic,  of 
course,  is  in  close  co-operation  with  the  School  Medical  Officer  and 
the  Family  Doctor. 

In  addition  to  this  a  full  range  of  specialist  clinics  is  operated 
by  the  County  Council  in  conjunction  with  the  Regional  Hospital 
Board.  Dr.  M.  R.  Menzies  is  responsible  for  the  ascertainment  of 
pupils  requiring  special  educational  treatment,  in  addition  to  her 
work  in  the  School  Health  Service. 

We  have  had  a  very  busy  year  and  in  spite  of  a  greatly 
ox  endod  poliomyeiiiis  immunisation  programme  v/e  have  managed 
to  complete  all  routine  work.  It  was  necessary  to  have  the 
assistance,  on  a  sessional  basis,  of  Dr.  K.  Firth,  Dr.  T.  A.  Appleby 
and  Dr.  C.  F.  R.  Mallet. 


SCHOOL  CLINICS 


Ultra  Violet  Light  ... 
Ophthalmic  Clinics 
Children  Guidance  Clinic 
Pcediatric  Clinic 
Orthopcedic  Clinic  ... 

E.  N.  T.  Clinic 
Speech  Therapy  Clinic 
Progress  Clinic 


Wath  and  Rawmarsh 
Wath  and  Rawmarsh 
Rawmarsh 
Rawmarsh 
Rawmarsh 
Montagu  Hospital 
Swinton 
Rawmarsh 
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INSPECTIONS  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN, 

Entronts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

1st  year  Junior 

1st  year  Secondary 

Last  year  Secondary 


1958. 

886 

718 

820 

647 


3,071 


No.  of  Special  Inspections 
No.  of  Re-Inspections 


1,931 

121 


2052 


Grand  Total  of  Inspections  ...  ...  ...  5123 

CLEANLINESS  OF  SCHOOL  CHILDREN  AND  HEAD  INFESTATION 


Total  Children 

School 

Percentage 

Infested 

Population 

Infested 

Rawmarsh  6c  Parkgate  ... 

198 

3,361 

6.1 

Swinton  6c  Kilnhurst 

50 

2,098 

2.4 

VVath  6c  West  Melton 

52 

3,234 

1.6 

Comparative  Figures. 

W.R.C.C. 

1958 

1957 

1955 

Total  No.  Infested 

300 

355 

— 

Total  Children 

8  593 

8,231 

— 

Total  Percentage 

3.5 

4.3 

4.5 

Detailed  Breakdown  Figures. 

Number 

infested 

GIRLS 

Popula¬ 

tion 

Per¬ 

centage 

Number 

infested 

BOYS 

Popula¬ 

tion 

Per¬ 

centage 

Rawmarsh 

159 

1,532 

10.5 

39 

1,729 

2.3 

Swinton 

39 

1,052 

3.7 

11 

1,046 

1.1 

Wath  . 

40 

1,688 

2.4 

12 

1,546 

0.8 

Division 

238 

4,272 

5.5 

62 

4,321 

1.4 

CARE  OF  HANDICAPPED  CHILDREN 

Day  School  for  E.S.N.  Pupils  —  Milton  School  ...  ...  46 

Residential  School  for  the  Deaf  or  Partially  Deaf  Pupils  ...  6 

Residential  School  for  Deaf  E.S.N.  Pupils  ...  ...  ...  • — 

Residential  School  for  Partially-sighted  Pupils  ...  ...  1 

Residential  School  for  Blind  Pupils  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Residential  School  for  Delicate  Pupils  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Residential  School  for  Spastic  Pupils  .  ...  ...  1 

Residential  School  for  Physically  Handicapped  Pupils  ...  1 

Residential  School  for  Epileptic  Pupils  ...  ...  ...  1 


61 


20 


TUBERCULIN  JELLY  TESTING  OF  SCHOOL  ENTRANTS 


All  school  entrants  whose  parents  have  given  written  consent 
have  been  tested.  The  results  are  as  follows:- 

No.  Tested  No.  Positive  No.  Negative 

Males  Females  Males  Females  Males  Females 

256  249  1  5  255  244 

All  positives  have  been  notified  to  their  respective  family  doctors 
and  have  been  referred  to  the  Chest  Physician  at  the  local  Chest 
Clinic. 

None  of  the  cases  was  found  to  be  suffering  from  active 
Tuberculosis. 


B.C.G.  VACCINATION  OF  13  YEAR  OLD  SCHOOL  CHILDREN 


No.  of  children  offered  tuberculin  testing  and  vaccination, 
if  necessary,  whether  the  offer  was  made  during  the 
year  or  previously. 

No.  of  acceptances 
Percentage  of  acceptances 
Pre-vaccination  Tuberculin  Test: 

No.  of  Children  tested 
Result  of  Test: 

Positive  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Negative 

Not  ascertained 


709 

467 

65.87 

467 

96 

342 

29 


Total  ...  467 


Percentage  positive  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21.92 

No.  vaccinated  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  339 

DETAILS  OF  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS  CARRIED  OUT 

FOR  VARIOUS  AUTHORITIES 


College  Entrants  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  18 

Teachers  examined  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Superannuation  examinations  (County)  ...  ...  ...  20 

Superannuation  examinations  (Local  Councils)  ...  ...  8 

Admission  to  Sickness  Pay  Scheme  (Local  Councils)  ...  21 
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SWINTON  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL 


HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 

Council  Offices, 

Swinton, 

Mexborough. 

January,  1959 


To  the  Chairman  and  members  of  the 
Swinton  Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  am  pleased  to  present  to  you  the  annual  report  for  1958,  the 
end  of  a  century  of  public  health  progress  which  commenced  with 
the  Public  Health  Act  of  1858.  Swinton  has  an  excellent  housing 
standard  and  slum  clearance  record. 

A  little  over  one  hundred  years  ago,  the  population  of  Swinton 
some  1,800  people,  lived  in  360  houses;  forty  years  later,  the  popu¬ 
lation  had  risen  to  over  10,000  people  living  in  over  2,000  houses, 
built  with  scant  regard  to  planning  and  building  construction 
methods.  In  keeping  with  the  general  sanitary  conditions  of  the 
time  were  the  back  to  back  houses,  unpaved  yards,  shallow  wells 
and  absence  of  a  proper  wafer  carriage  sewerage  system. 
Expectation  of  life  was  low,  infant  mortality  was  high,  working 
hours  were  long  and  wages  were  low.  Concern  at  similar  con¬ 
ditions  was  expressed  in  Sir  Edwin  Chadwick's  report  of  1845  and, 
three  years  later,  in  the  face  of  considerable  opposition,  the  Public 
Health  Act  of  1848,  more  permissive  than  compulsory,  lead  to  the 
Act  of  1858  which  only  retained  its  permanent  status  in  1859  by 
a  majority  in  the  house  of  six.  The  Public  Health  Act  of  1875, 
regarded  by  many  as  a  milestone  in  legislation  to  improve  living 
conditions,  and  by  others  as  an  insidious  attempt  to  interfere  in  the 
rights  and  liberties  of  the  individual  followed  and  played  a  major 
part  in  improving  sanitary  conditions  in  the  following  sixty  years, 
during  which  Swinton  Urban  District  Council  replaced  the  old 
Local  Board  of  1876  and  Local  Government,  almost  in  its  present 
form,  began  to  take  shape. 

It  was  not  until  the  Act  of  1875  and  the  publishing  of  the  report 
of  the  Commission  on  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  in  1885, 
that  foundations  were  laid  for  the  progress  which  was  to  follow. 
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The  Act  of  1875  not  superceded  until  1936,  saw  more  sanitary 
progress  in  sixty-one  years  than  at  any  previous  period.  The  bad 
conditions  have  gone.  Mr.  Adams,  my  predecessor  was  respon¬ 
sible  for  the  survey  and  demolition  of  1‘12  unfit  houses  and  his 
work  saw  the  removal  of  the  gross  conditions  resulting  from  the 
rapid  and  uncontrolled  expansion  of  the  nineteenth  century. 


Whilst  slum  clearance  came  virtually  to  a  standstill  in  1958, 
work  was  done  in  other  spheres.  Food  shops  were  surveyed  in 
detail,  atmospheric  pollution  recording  commenced,  clearance  of 
untidy  demolition  sites  was  put  in  hand,  and  continued  efforts 
were  made  to  raise  the  standard  of  conveniences  at  licensed 
premises.  Attention  was  paid  to  food  hawkers  and  a  survey  of 
school  kitchens  revealed  a  commendable  standard  of  hygiene. 


The  year  saw  few  old  houses  modernised  by  landlords, 
advantage  of  the  Improvement  Grant  provisions  was  taken  almost 
exclusively  by  owner-occupiers.  All  repairs  dealt  with  were  to 
remedy  major  defects,  minor  repairs  (not  prejudical  to  health) 
having  been  dealt  with  under  the  Rent  Act,  applications  under 
which  declined. 


During  the  year  lit  lie  change  was  made  to  the  administration 
system  which  is  arranged  to  provide  comprehensive  records  yet 
act  only  as  a  support  to  the  main  public  health  function  of  the 
department  v/hicn  is  essentially  practical  outside  work  and  mus, 
not  be  impeded  by  ponderous  recording  methods.  Even  so,  the 
issue  and  cancellation  of  two  certificates  of  disrepair  involved 
fourteen  visits,  four  reports  to  committee  and  the  sending  of  twenty- 
one  letters  or  notices.  Repairs  to  a  house  which  involved  legaJ 
procedings  necessitated  sixteen  visits,  three  reports  to  committee 
and  the  despatch  of  twelve  letters  or  notices.  Fortunately  the 
majority  of  repairs  are  executed  without  the  need  for  formal  action, 

HOUSING  AND  SLUM  CLEARANCE 

No  houses  for  clearance  were  represented  during  the  year, 
but  orders  were  made  in  respect  of  four  areas  declared  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1957.  One  objection  was  lodged  and  at  the  enquiry  in 
September,  it  was  not  upheld.  This  delayed  rehousing  to  some 
extent  and  coupled  with  the  retarded  building  programme  only 
twenty-two  families  were  rehoused  compared  with  sixty-two  in 
1957. 

By  the  year  end  125  houses  had  been  dealt  with  in  the  five 
year  programme  out  of  your  original  estimate  of  128.  Amend¬ 
ments  have  been  made  to  the  schedule  by  addition  and  deletion 
from  time  to  time  and  review  of  doubtful  properties  is  continuous. 
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People  have  begun  to  take  Council  house  standards  as  the 
normal  and  demand  bathrooms  and  hot  water  supply.  Many  old 
structurally  sound  houses  without  these  amenities  are  popularly 
thought  unlit  lor  this  reason  but  are  admirable  material  lor 
improvement.  The  present  grant  scheme  has  not  resulted  in  the 
modernisation  ol  many  houses,  only  seven  grant  applications  were 
received  during  the  year,  all  ol  which  related  to  owner-occupied 
houses.  New  proposals  aim  to  make  modernisation  more 
attractive  to  landlords  but  add  yet  another  housing  standard  to 
the  three  already  existing.  Nineteen  applications  were  dealt  wi^h 
under  the  Rent  Act  and  in  six  instances  certilicates  (resulting  in  a 
rent  loss  to  the  landlord)  were  issued.  In  comparison  there  were 
twenty-lour  applications  in  the  last  two  months  ol  1957  with  no 
certificate  issue.  The  Act  has  made  little  diflerence  to  the  level 
of  repair  of  older  four  roomed  houses,  and  until  a  higher  standard 
of  fitness  is  nationally  recognised,  it  seems  that  may  of  these  must 
be  kept  only  reasonably  habitable  to  prevent  perpetuation  ol 
houses  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to  modernise.  Procedure  is 
complex  and  future  action  will  probably  be  greatly  restricted  due 
to  reluctance  of  tenants  to  become  involved  in  the  completion  of 
so  many  forms  for  the  repair  of  these  minor  delects  which  are  not 
covered  by  the  Public  Health  Act. 

Little  overcrowding  exists  in  Swinton  at  the  present  time,  but 
in  1911,  284  cases  ol  overcrowding  were  known  to  exist  out  of 
1671  houses.  These  figures  were  appreciably  higher  than  the 
national  average  for  Urban  District  Councils. 

There  are  no  common  lodging  houses  or  houses  let  in  lodg¬ 
ings  in  the  district. 

GENERAL  SANITARY  WORK 

Most  of  the  repairs  carried  out  to  old  houses  were  done  under 
the  Public  Health  Act.  Greatest  difficulty  continued  to  be 
experienced  in  repair  and  replacement  of  the  old  Yorkshire  range, 
but  all  repair  work  to  old  property  involved  considerable  time  and 
effort  in  some  cases  appearing  out  ol  all  proportion  to  the  result. 


Summary  of  visits. 

Nuisances  and  repairs  ... 

F  actories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Interviews  (all  matters  except  housing  both  in  the  office 
and  on  visit) 

Interviews  (housing  matters  only  both  in  the  office  and 
on  visit)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Visits  for  house  letting  matters  only  ... 

Total  complaints  received  (Public  Health  matters) 

Total  nuisances  found 

Total  nuisances  remedies 

Total  houses  affected  by  nuisances  found 

Total  houses  affected  by  nuisances  remedied 

Total  visits  to  investigate  alleged  nuisances 

Total  visits,  including  revisits,  made 

Total  private  houses  in  the  district  (i.e.  -  not  Council  owned 


987 

60 

183 

357 

97 

103 

275 

241 

236 

200 

329 

987 

2169 


24 


Visits  and  notices  served: 


Miscellaneous  sanitary  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  207 

Houses  inspected  under  Public  Health  Act  ...  ...  347 

Houses  inspected  under  Housing  Act  ...  ...  ...  63 

Verminous  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Infectious  disease  inquiries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  103 

Informal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  204 

Formal  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

Smoke  observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  25 

Drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  59 

Water  supply  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Piggeries  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Visits  to  slaughter  houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  57 

Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

School  canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Fried  fish  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Licensed  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  58 

Canteens  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Food  preparation  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  137 

Greengrocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Hawkers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Cafes  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Ice  cream  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 

Milk  distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  47 

Cinema  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Canal  boats  ..„  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

Rats  and  mice  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,139 

Hairdressers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 


The  above  figures  exclude  Council  house  repairs  and  repairs 
under  the  Rent  Act. 
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HOUSING  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1958 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  the  district  ...  ...  ...  4164 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling  houses  during  the  year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 
A  ^ 

LO/  •••  •••  •••  •••  •••  ••• 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  (included  under  sub¬ 

head  (1)  above),  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated  Regu¬ 
lations 

(b)  rNlumoer  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

(3)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  needing  further  action:- 

(a)  Number  considered  to  be  in  a  state  so  dangerous 
or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human 
habitation 

(b)  Number  (excluding  those  in  sub-head  (3)  (a) 

above),  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation 


410 

410 


63 

63 


8 

226 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  without  service  of  formal 
notices. 

(a)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  rendered 
fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  officers 

(b)  Number  of  defective  dwellinghouses  (excluding 

those  shown  in  (a)  above)  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  as  a  result  of  informal  action  ...  ...  173 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A.  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10  &  16  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

formal  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs 

(2)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  which  were  rendered 
fit  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  — 

B.  Proceedings  Under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  27 

(2)  Number  of  dv/ellinghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices: 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  8 
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C.  Proceedings  under  Sections  11  <&  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 


(1) 

Number  of  representations,  etc.,  made 

in  respecl. 

of  dwellinghouses  unfit  for  habitation 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

8 

(2) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  in  respect 

of 

which 

Demolition  orders  were  made 

•  »  • 

•  •  • 

7 

(3) 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  demolished 

in 

pursu- 

ance  of  Demolition  orders 

•  •  • 

10 

Number  of  dwellinghouses  closed 

.  .  . 

. . . 

2 

(4) 

Any  action  under  Sections  10  and  1 1  of 

the 

Local 

Government  (Miscellaneous  Provisions) 

Act 

1953? 

If  so,  what? 

»  •  • 

•  •  • 

— 

D.  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  orders  were  made  — 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms,  the  Closing  orders  in  respect  of  which  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

4.  Proceedings  Under  Part  3  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936. 

(1)  Number  of  Clearance  areas  represented  during  the 

vear  — 

(2)  Number  of  houses  included  in  those  areas  ...  ...  — 

(3)  Number  of  persons  to  be  displaced  ...  ...  ...  — 

(4)  Action  taken  during  the  year  in  respect  of  Clearance 

Areas. 

(a)  By  Clearance  Orders,  number  made  ...  ...  — 

(b)  By  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders,  number  made  — 

(5)  Number  of  houses  in  Clearance  Areas  demolished 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  11 

(6)  Number  of  persons  rehoused  from  houses  demolished 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  60 

5.  New  Houses. 

Number  of  new  houses  provided  during  the  year;- 

By  L.ocal  Authority:-  Permanent  type  ...  ...  ...  67 

Temporary  type  ...  ...  ...  — 

By  Private  enterprise  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  38 

6.  Housing  Act,  1949. 

Section  4  -  Any  action  in  connection  with  advances  for 

purpose  of  increasing  housing  accommodation?  ...  — 

7.  Housing  Act,  1949,  as  amended  by  Housing  Repairs  and  Rents 
Act,  1954. 

Applications  for  Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  7 
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Drainage  Work. 

Fourteen  old  drains  were  tested  during  the  year,  seven  were 
found  to  be  defective  and  were  relaid  or  repaired.  Considerable 
trouble  was  experienced  as  last  year,  with  flooded  cellars  due 
chiefly  to  the  excessive  rainfall  in  the  summer.  In  all  cases  the 
water  was  ground  water,  the  normal  level  having  risen  consider¬ 
ably  which  subsided  after  a  dry  period.  This  district  seems  prone 
to  a  high  ground  water  level  and  because  of  mining  subsidence 
and  consequent  shifting  of  strata,  it  is  difficult  to  account  for  many 
of  the  nuisances  and  equally  difficult  to  effect  a  cure. 

It  seems  now  unnecessary  for  the  Council  to  take  any  action 
connected  with  the  proposed  alteration  to  the  sewer  in  William 
Street,  no  trouble  having  arisen  for  almost  twelve  months,  although 
the  main  length  is  old  and  probably  unsound.  Chokages  in  the 
drainage  system  in  the  district  (much  of  it  old),  caused  several 
nuisances,  the  department  cleared  all  but  three  of  the  chokages 
reported. 

No  alteration  to  the  number  of  closets  other  than  water  closets, 
was  made  during  the  year  but  attempts  have  been  made,  in 
suitable  cases,  to  secure  conversion,  with  small  sewage  works 
installation  where  no  sev/er  is  available.  There  are  five  privies 
serving  ten  houses  and  eleven  houses  with  pails  in  the  area. 
Eighteen  pails  are  also  provided  at  other  premises. 

Offensive  Trades. 

Continued  effort  and  control  of  offensive  trades  has  seen 
almost  the  complete  disappearance  of  the  considerable  nuisance 
which  was  once  a  feature  of  these  businesses.  There  are  no 
offensive  trades  in  Swinton,  a  control  of  what  were  formerly  known 
as  offensive  trades  being  affected  by  other  legislation. 

Maggot  Factory. 

This  factory  not  established  as  an  offensive  trade,  is  well 
equipped  and  includes  a  knackers  yard.  Alterations  suggested 
by  Dr.  Cusiter,  were  carried  out  to  the  incinerator  during  the 
Autumn  with  encouraging  results. 

Knackers  Yard. 

These  premises  fell  into  disuse  and  negotiations  were  in  hand 
for  their  closing  at  the  end  of  the  year.  This  will  eliminate  a 
potential  source  of  considerable  nuisance. 

Piggeries. 

Several  groups  of  piggeries  exist  in  the  area  and  generally, 
little  nuisance  is  caused  because  the  bigger  units  are  away  from 
houses  and  are  in  surroundings  more  rural  than  urban. 
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Control  of  established  sites  is  always  difficult  and  control  even 
when  possible,  by  agreement,  of  new  sites,  takes  up  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  often  with  unsatisfactory  results.  One  piggery 
adjacent  to  houses  ceased  during  the  year  as  a  result  of  informal 
action.  I'hen  visits  to  sites  were  made  involving  approximately 
thirty  separate  piggeries. 

Factories. 

Twenty-nine  factories  to  which  sixty  visits  were  made,  are 
listed  on  the  factory  register  and  several  defects  (Section  7)  were 
found  and  remedied  as  follows:- 

Contraventions  ...  6  Remedied  ...  4 

Three  inspections  were  made  in  connection  with  certificates  of 
escape  in  case  of  fire  which  were  pending  at  the  close  of  the  year. 

All  factories  in  the  district  are  power  factories  and  no  out¬ 
workers  are  listed. 

Canal  Boats. 

No  case  of  families  living  in  canal  boats  were  encountered 
during  the  year,  the  days  of  overcrowded  insanitary  boats  seem 
to  have  gone  with  the  general  rising  standards. 

Seven  boats  were  inspected  during  the  year  and  three  new 
boats  were  registered. 

Infectious  diseases. 

Fifty-nine  notifications  were  received  and  one  hundred  and 
three  visits  were  made.  One  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning 
was  notified  and  a  sample  of  tinned  food  taken  from  the  house  for 
analysis.  No  organism  was  isolated. 

Slaughterhouses. 

The  only  licensed  slaughter  house  in  the  district  was  not  used 
during  the  year  and  only  nine  pigs  were  examined.  These  were 
all  privately  slaughtered,  a  practice  which  is  slowly  dying  out,  and 
were  not  for  sale. 

Moveable  dwellings. 

One  van  was  removed  early  in  the  year  after  informal  action 
by  the  department  and  no  nev/  licences  were  granted.  Towards 
the  end  of  the  year,  action  was  taken  against  two  semi-derelict 
vans  at  the  Boat  Yard,  Swinton,  with  a  view  to  demolition  to 
prevent  unauthorised  tenancies.  One  had  been  demolished  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  One  licence  was  renewed  on  application 
from  a  long  established  van  in  the  area. 


29 


Hairdressers. 

Registration  of  these  premises  is  required  by  the  West  Riding 
County  Council  (General  Powers)  Act  and  sixteen  hairdressers 
are  registered.  Several  cases  of  hairdressing  being  clone  in 
council  houses  in  contravention  of  both  this  Act  and  the  tenancy 
agreement  v/ere  dealt  with.  In  the  absence  of  elcc'rical  equip¬ 
ment  and  other  machines  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  prove  the 
existence  of  a  business. 

Housing  Welfare. 

Forty-two  visits  to  problem  families  were  made  during  the 

year,  all  but  one  of  which  were  Council  house  tenants.  Private 

landlords  seem  reluctant  to  bring  these  cases  to  the  notice  of 
the  local  authority,  feeling  probably,  that  it  may  be  out  of  the 
scope  of  the  work  of  a  health  department.  Welfare  of  all  people, 
Council  tenants  or  not,  is  dealt  with  by  the  local  Health  Services, 
some  duties  of  which  devolve  on  the  Public  Health  Inspector. 
The  problem  family  will  always  exist  and  routine  visits  serve  to 
prevent  nuisance  being  caused  to  neighbours  and  occasionally  to 
secure  improved  conditions.  The  general  standard  in  the  district 
is  no  I  unsatisfactory. 

The  detailed  work  associated  with  rehousing,  overcrowding 

and  the  housing  list  is  so  much  a  part  of  the  work  of  a  Public 

Health  Inspector,  that  it  is  difficult  to  separate  the  two  duties. 
Routine  inspections  of  any  property  are  part  of  the  functions  of  a 
health  department,  but  an  attempt  has  been  made  to  separate 
allocation  and  overcrowding  visits  from  other  work  although  the 
two  may  be  synonymous. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  an  analysis  of  the  current  housing  list 
shovred  that  266  of  the  483  applicants  recorded  were  tenants,  of 
whom  six  were  "overcrowded",  and  195  applicants  were  sub¬ 
tenants.  The  Council  completed  sixty-seven  dwellings  which  was 
insuTiciont  -'o  prevent  the  total  number  of  applicants  recorded  from 
being  higher  than  that  at  the  end  of  1957.  For  rehousing  purposes 
the  overcrowding  standard  is  based  primarily  on  sleeping  accom¬ 
modation  and  has  no  relationship  to  the  legal  standard. 

Pest  infestation. 

Bug  infestation  of  all  houses  remained  at  a  low  level,  only  one 
new  bug  infestation  was  discovered  during  the  year  and  treated 
extensively. 

Routine  treatment  was  carried  out  at  several  other  premises 
but  modern  insecticides  have  reduced  infestation  incidence  con¬ 
siderably. 

An  infestation  of  plaster  beetle  caused  consternation  to 
tenants  of  several  new  Council  houses  but  quick  drying  out  and 
mould  removal  eliminated  the  pest  which  feeds  on  mould  formation. 

Ten  cockroach  infestations  were  dealt  with  and  an  extensive 
infestation  of  Pharoah's  Ants  was  effectively  cleared  at  Kilnhurst. 
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Rats  and  Mice. 

No  general  increase  in  infestation  level  was  discovered  during 

the  year  but  two  large  isolated  infestations  were  treated  and 
onectively  eliminated,  Warfarin  poison  was  used  exclusively. 
Two  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  but  no  infestation  recorded. 
High  flow  level  helps  to  reduce  sewer  rat  population  and  it  may 
be  that  the  higher  branch  drains  are  the  centres  of  infestation. 
Routine  treatment  of  such  drains  would  be  virtually  impossible 
with  the  present  staff  and  it  is  extremely  doubtful  whether  the 
results  of  routine  treatment  would  be  worth  the  extra  cost  incurred. 

Total  baiting  points  ...  ...  ...  ...  537 

No.  of  points  where  bait  taken  ...  ...  289 

Approximate  weight  of  bait  laid  ...  ...  279  lbs. 

No,  of  bodies  recovered.  ...  ...  ...  56 

Sewer  treatments. 


Premises 
dealt  with 

No.  of 
points 
baited 

Actual  baits  laid 
combined 

Actual  carcases 
recovered 

Pre-bait 

Poison 

Rate 

Private  37 

428 

— 

1115 

56 

L.A.  Sewers 

Manholes 

73 

73 

10 

— 

Mice 

Private  15 

109 

— 

210 

15 

New  building  sites  were  the  scene  of  small  but  persistent 
infestations,  all  of  which  were  successfully  dealt  with. 


Clean  Air. 

The  full  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act  came  into  force  and 
recording  of  atmospheric  pollution  commenced  on  1st  April  with 
four  stations  which  were  later  increased  to  six  to  give  full  coverage 
of  the  area.  The  realisation  that  smog  can  be  a  serious  health 
hazard  and  that  as  with  the  food  we  eat  no  one  should  pollute 
tho  air  we  breathe  has  lead  to  a  wide  variety  of  house  heating 
appliances.  Some  form  of  central  heating  is  probably  the  ideal 
but  people  would  rather  heat  one  room  inefficiently  for  l/-d.  per 
day  than  heat  four  rooms  efficiently  for  2/-d.  per  day.  Industrial 
pollution  has  been  reduced  over  recent  years  and  attention  must 
inevitably  be  turned  to  the  domestic  fire.  Modern  coke  burning 
grates  and  inset  convector  fires  burn  smokelessly  on  suitable  fuel, 
can  have  efficiencies  of  over  60%  and  reduce  dust  and  dirt  deposit 
in  the  home.  The  model  byelaw  requiring  provision  of  approved 
heating  appliances  in  new  houses  was  adopted  during  the  year 
but  no  progress  was  made  regarding  the  creation  of  a  smoke 
control  area.  There  will  doubtlessly  be  some  delay  in  considera¬ 
tion  until  agreement  is  reached  concerning  concessionary  coal. 

Delivery  of  loose  coal  over  road  and  footpath  with  associated 
dust  nuisance  is  too  common  and  should  not  be  accepted. 
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*  21  days. 

Steam  raising  plant  fitted  v/ith  automatic  stokers 
Hand  fired  plant 
Smoke  observations 


The  low-level  prefab,  chimney  is  cause  for  concern  and  smoke 
emmision  from  coal  fired  central  heating  boilers,  even  with 
underfeed  stokers  and  forced  draught  to  render  chimney  height 
unimportant  can  be  a  nuisance.  Aesthetic  considerations 
demanding  low  chimneys  should  be  resisted. 

FOOD  HYGIENE 

Advances  in  food  hygiene  have  been  considerable  in  the 
past  ten  years,  and  whilst  present  legislation  may  be  considered 
inadequate,  improvement  will  continue.  The  customer  can 
influence  standards  to  a  high  degree,  and  education  of  the  public 
on  these  matters  is  just  as  important  as  the  imposing  of  standards 
and  codes  of  practice  on  the  trader,  many  of  whom  now  welcome 
new  suggestions  and  ideas.  A  course  of  food  hygiene  lectures 
was  organised  and  sufficient  number  of  food  traders  enrolled. 
The  course  was  delayed  until  after  the  Christmas  holidays  and 
commenced  early  1959. 

Packaging  of  food  and  refrigeration  progress  have  played  a 
major  part  in  recent  years  and  mobile  food  shops  can  now  be 
just  as  hygienic  as  conventional  premises.  Mobility  should  not 
be  accepted  as  an  excuse  for  a  lowering  of  standards. 

Food  premises  are  distributed  as  under:- 


Public  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Grocers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  55 

Fruiterers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Wet  Fish  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Food  Warehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Beer  Off  (Beer  only)  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Hawkers  (recorded)  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Informal  notices  served  ...  ...  ...  34 

Hot  water  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Other  contraventions  remedied  ...  ...  18 

Notices  outstanding  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 


As  a  result  of  informal  action  eight  premises  were  provided 
with  hot  water  supply  during  the  year  and  verbal  notices  were 
given  regarding  other  contraventions  of  the  regulations,  no  legal 
action  was  considered  necessary  but  one  warning  was  given. 
The  general  standard  is  satisfactory  but  it  is  extremely  difficult 
to  teach  food  hygiene  to  a  new-comer  to  the  trade  whose  major 
source  of  income  is  derived  elsewhere.  A  food  trader,  like  a 
craftsman,  has  a  difficult  and  important  job  to  learn.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  six  premises  were  without  adequate  v/ater  supply, 
but  in  all  cases  early  provision  was  promised. 
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No  routine  samples  of  food  for  bacteriological  examination 
were  taken  during  the  year. 

Butchers  and  meat  preparation  premises. 

Very  few  traders  in  the  area  are  registered  to  prepare  made 
up  meat  goods,  national  products  being  almost  universally  sold. 
All  premises  in  the  area  now  have  a  satisfactory  standard.  Two 
unsatisfactory  shops  were  closed  and  two  were  suitably  altered. 
All  meat  coming  into  the  area  has  been  inspected  at  place  of 
slaughter  prior  to  sale  by  the  wholesaler,  the  main  source  of  supply 
being  the  abbatoirs  at  Sheffield,  Rotherham  and  Doncaster.  There 
are  no  horse  meat  shops  in  the  area  and  no  shops  selling  unsound 
meat  for  dogs,  cats  and  other  pets.  Verbal  notice  v/as  given  in 
several  instances  of  meat  storage  on  the  customer's  side  of  the 
counter. 

Milk. 

Only  bottled  milk  is  sold  in  the  area,  the  practice  of  delivering 
loose  milk  from  the  unhygienic  hand  can  having  ceased  some  time 
ago.  Retailers  are  licensed  as  under; - 


Designation 

Supplementary 

Dealers 

Sterilised 

3 

24 

Paseurised 

3 

4 

■ 

Tuberculin  Tested 

2 

5 

One  new  licence  was  issued  during  the  year. 

School  Kitchens,  Canteens  and  Cafes. 

Regular  visits  to  the  school  kitchens  have  been  made  during 
the  year  and  the  standard  set  can  be  regarded  as  a  model  of  food 
hygiene  requirements. 

Three  kitchens  prepare  complete  meals  for  four  schools, 
prepared  meals  are  delivered  to  the  remaining  schools  in  sealed 
containers  from  a  cooking  centre  outside  the  district. 

There  is  only  one  small  cafe  in  the  district,  visits  to  which  are 
regularly  made. 

The  factory  canteen  has  lost  much  of  its  popularity  in  recent 
years  and  only  four  canteens  can  be  said  to  provide  a  normal 
meal  service.  Standards  are  satisfactory  but  little  can  be 
demanded  where  the  main  function  is  serving  tea  and  drinks. 

Fried  Fish  Shops. 

There  are  nine  fried  fish  shops  in  the  district  and  the  general 
standard  is  satisfactory.  Twenty-three  visits  were  made  during 
the  year.  One  fish  fryer  ceased  business. 

Food  Hawkers. 

Registration  of  food  hawkers  was  being  reviewed  during  the 
latter  part  of  the  year  and  to  assisi  this,  a  notice  was  inserted  in 
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the  local  press  outlining  the  legal  requirements.  Only  one  hawker 
came  forward  as  a  result  of  this  and  the  slow  process  of  street 
interviews  continued  to  the  year  end. 

Water  Supply. 

Fifteen  visits  in  connection  with  unsatisfactory  and  dirty  water 
supply  were  made  and  one  sample  was  taken  for  chemical 
analysis.  Arrangements  were  in  hand  for  the  nuisance  to  be 
abated  after  discussion  with  Sheffield  Corporation  Water  Depart¬ 
ment.  Complaints  concerning  the  water  supply  are  in  the  first 
instance  referred  to  the  water  undertaking  whose  chemist  regularly 
visits  the  area. 

Licensed  premises. 

All  licensed  premises  now  have  hot  water  supply  to  the  sink. 
Conveniences  in  certain  cases  are  still  not  entirely  satisfactory 
but  some  progress  has  been  made.  Considerable  alterations  are 
required  at  one  or  two  premises  and  the  owners  are  reviewing 
these  matters  with  general  fulure  policy  in  mind. 

Unsound  food. 

Issue  of  surrender  notes  to  the  food  trade  continued  during 
the  year  and  a  large  consignment  of  hams  was  destroyed  as  unfit. 
Deterioration  was  probably  due  to  insufficient  sterilization  caused 
by  air  insulation  in  loosely  packed  cans. 


Weight 

No. 

lbs.  ozs 

Tinned  fruit 

712 

535 

6 

Tinned  vegetables 

1154 

871 

13 

Tinned  meat 

651 

1912 

9 

Tinned  milk 

159 

104 

10 

Tinned  fish 

98 

58 

3 

Tinned  pudding 

58 

61 

2 

Tinned  soup 

87 

58 

13 

Ground  almonds 

14 

0 

Dessicated  coconut 

1 

8 

Cheese 

1 

...  i 

80 

0 

Food  Poisoning. 

Only  one  case  of  suspected  food  poisoning  was  notified,  to 
which  reference  is  made  above. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

Only  slight  alterations  to  the  cleansing  service  were  made 
during  the  year  but  the  problems  of  tipping  space  became  more 
acute.  Fire  nuisance  arose  in  the  Thomas  Street  tip  and  the 
fire  brigade  was  called  out  on  two  occasions  following  which  a 
water  tank  was  fitted  to  the  Morris  Lorry  and  a  fairly  extensive 
fire  was  put  out  by  the  department.  Practice  of  controlled  tipping 
methods  prevented  the  fire  reaching  serious  proportions.  In 
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spite  of  the  difficulties  and  high  cost  of  hand  levelling,  results 
have  been  satisfactory  and  by  careful  control  and  virtual 
elimination  of  unauthorised  tipping,  the  life  of  the  tip  has  been 
extended  to  allow  completion  of  negotiations  aimed  at  establishing 
a  controlled  tip  on  the  Station  Road  site. 

Jts  often  as  labour  difficulties  permitted,  two  tip  attendants 
were  on  duty. 

Frequency  of  collections 
No.  of  premises 
No.  of  dustbins 
Loads  of  refuse 
Cost  of  collection 
Cost  of  disposal 


Total  Cost  ...  £8218 


7  -  8  days 
4164 
4223 
1481 
£7014 
Net  £1204 


Salvage  revenue  (excludes  metals)  ...  ...  £573 

Net  cost  per  ton  —  Collection  22/6d.  Disposal  3/lOd. 

Relevant  national  figure  —  Collection  28/7d.  Disposal  2/8d. 

The  vehicles  are  working  extremely  well  and  continue  to 
operate  at  low  service  cost.  Reorganisation  has  been  delayed 
for  some  time  but  may  be  necessary  during  the  coming  year. 
Both  freighters,  manufactured  by  Shelvoke  &  Drewry  Ltd.,  have 
a  long  potential  life,  the  larger  vehicle  with  driver  and  crew  of 
six  is  on  full  time  refuse  collection,  the  smaller  one  with  driver  and 
crew  or  two,  collects  refuse  for  two  days  per  week. 

Replacement  of  bins  by  the  Council  continued  during  the  year, 
365  were  provided  as  replacement  and  91  were  issued  to  new 
property. 

Staff: - 

Foreman. 

Driver  and  six  fillers  —  fore  and  aft  tipper. 

Driver  and  one  filler  —  side  loader. 

Three  general  duty  labourers. 

To  conclude  ladies  and  gentlemen,  the  pattern  of  Public 
Health  work  constantly  changes,  new  functions,  new  standards 
and  new  legislation  present  additional  problems,  much  has  been 
done,  but  much  will  always  remain  to  be  done  and  I  would  like 
to  thank  Dr.  Cusiter,  for  his  help  and  advice  during  the  year  and 
express  my  appreciation,  of  assistance  from  the  other  officers  of 
the  Council  and  to  my  typist  on  whom  the  bulk  of  office  routine 
must  inevitably  fall. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  FULLER 

D.P.A.,  C.R.S.I.,  M.A.P.H.I. 

Public  Health  Inspector  &  House  Lettings  Officer. 
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R.  L.  CROWTHER 
LTD. 

10  SUNNY  BAR, 
DONCASTER 
Tel.  Don.  61 1  23/4 


